
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st July 2025 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Rear, Pryke
Borough Cllr. Eddie Pope  Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were thirteen members  of the public.
1695/25    To receive apologies
 Cllr. Smith
1696/25   To co-opt and vote on the council Richard Bradshaw, Rufford Ward
It was resolved by the council to co-opt in Richard Bradshaw, Rufford ward. The clerk asked him to sign and swear in acceptance of office and code of conduct for councillors in conjunction with WLBC.
1697/25 To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
16th June 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th June 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
1698/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1699/25   To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee for 2025/26

 It was resolved by t council to vote in the committee 2025/26 with the exception of Cllr Bradshaw in order to select his preference.
1700/25  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.

Carole Bamber asked could the parish council look into the cost of the commercial bins at the village halls serviced by WLBC. Cllr Gordon asked her to supply new estimates which would then be discussed by the finance working group, October 2025.

A member of the public stated an old SPID owned by Rufford Parish Council was at Don Fraser coaches.

Members of the public were concerned about WLBC bin emptying.

The council noted the information.
1701/25To consider planning applications as below:

2025/0549/FUL  Land off Spark Lane, Rufford

Proposed new dwelling in place of three storage buildings.
It was resolved the council supported this application.
Prior approval planning

2025/0504/PNH  Rowan, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Determine whether prior approval is required – rear extension of dwelling house. Extending 6m beyond original dwelling house. Height of extension 4m . height of the eaves extension – 2.9m
It was resolved the council supported this application.
Permssission In Principle

2025/0602/PIP  Land adjacent to 478 Liverpool Road Rufford

Erection of detached dwelling to replace existing structure.

It was resolved the council supported this application.
Planning decision granted
NONE

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Ongoing planning appeals

1702/25 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022850  WLBC election fees Holmeswood                                                      £2783.19

022851  CJ Pennington grass cutting                                                                  £933.60

022852  Redblade mowers equipment maintenance                                             £35.50

022853  CPRE 2025/26 membership                                                                   £80.00

022854  K Newsham clerk’s salary and admin                                                   £754.59

022855  WLBC trade waste village halls



                 £395.37

022856  Clerk’s Council Direct Magazine                                                           £15.50

022857    VOID cheque

022858    P Brookfield park maintenance                                                           £319.05

DDM        Easywebsites June mthly payment                                                       £36.96

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1703/25 Briefing on planning  -  Cllr Gordon / Pope

NPPF is not going to protect villages greenbelt. WLBC planning officers are watching for case law on grey belt.
Cllr Pope WLBC Local Plan was done in 2012. A new plan is being worked on – target date March 2027. Government are looking to build 562 houses per year in West Lancashire.

The council noted the information and further updates will follow.

1704/25 Finance brief    - Cllr Gordon

The finance working group will meet in October 2025 to discuss the budget and council projects.
The council noted the information
1705/25 Cllr Smith has done some research into the bus shelters and permits, regarding costs etc. He feels it is a large chunk of parish council money and wishes to disclose his findings.
Due to the absence of Cllr Smith, the clerk advised the council to discuss this item at the September council meeting; this was resolved by the council.
1706 /25 Review of council compliance using the model publication scheme sent out to all councillors beginning of Jun 2025. Clerk needs a council vote on this to place on the council website.

It was resolved by the council to accept the model publication scheme.
1707/25   Gillian Taylor – retired councillor – 10 years service. Discuss retirement gift. Cllr Pryke/Newsham
 It was proposed councillors donate a sum agreed upon and submit this to Cllrs Pryke/Newsham in the next fourteen days. They would then choose a retirement gift for Gillian Taylor and a presentation date and time.
The council noted the information.

1708/25 Flood risk

Resident enquiry - recent attempt at dredging a ditch Sandy Way to the rear of Stewart Rimmer ditch has been damaged to the detriment of wildlife in regards to maintaining the grass verge. Discuss  -  Cllr Smith

Due to the absence of Cllr Smith, the clerk advised the council to discuss this item at the September council meeting; this was resolved by the council.
1709/25 Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

NONE

1710/25 East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE
1711/25 Bin at the top of Sluice Lane  -  Cllr Pickavance 

It was resolved by the council to discuss this at October 2025 finance working group.

1712/25 Flower stands in Rufford opposite school (2) , New Road, Sluice Lane and Holmeswood -  Cllr Pryke

It was resolved by the council to discuss this at October 2025 finance working group.

1714/25 

Rufford Old Hall grounds culvert needs jet washing before Winter. Cllr Pickavance
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pickavance to contact the manager and report back to the council.
1715/25 Discuss speed sign Spark Lane Rufford  -  Cllr Pryke
Cllr Pryke stated this was unacceptable and would be contacting LCC Highways for their information.
The council noted the information and to be updated.
1716/25 Public footpaths
Footpath 10 to discuss  -  Cllr Pryke

The footpath was overgrown. Cllr Pryke has contacted Stephen Williams (PROW) to get them strimmed back. Awaiting a reply from LCC PROW.
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pryke to keep the council updated.

1717/25  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
Cllr Smith to report on village hall meeting.

Due to the absence of Cllr Smith, the clerk advised the council to discuss this item at the September council meeting; this was resolved by the council.
  Recreation grounds

1718/25 Discuss request by a member of the public to consider extending path to the MUGA around the perimeter of the field.  -  Cllr Pryke

It was resolved by the council to consider at the October finance working group.
1719/25 Discuss pump in Rufford village hall car park  -  Cllr Pickavance

The clerk was involving an architect to give costing figures for a show building for the pump for public display to understand the heritage of how important the pumps are for the area.

It was resolved by the council to recover the pump and for the clerk to keep the council updated.
1720/25Vandalised bike stand park area.  -  Cllr Pryke
The clerk informed Cllr Pryke Ian Yates Recreation Playgrounds was dealing with repairing it.
The council noted the information.
Clerk’s report.
1721/25 Thanks to the National Trust for clearing ditches out.  – Cllr Pickavance

1722/25 Thanks to Yates Playgrounds for excellent job on the boat on the recreation ground

1723/25 Rachel Elleray retiring -  head teacher Rufford CE Primary School 31st August 2025

Cllr Pryke has sent an email to her thanking her for her years of good service.

1724/25   Police information

PCSO Roy Aldwin MBE wants to engage the council with police visible presence.
The clerk will meet with Roy to discuss the engagement over September/October 2025. The clerk will report back to the council at September 2025 meeting of the chain of events.

The council noted the information.

1725/25      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for 15th September  2025.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 15th September  2025
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.40 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

